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The field of education and educational 
improvement is not binary, nor does it have 
“one sole memory” or language (Derrida, 
2002) to appeal to; rather, it is constituted by 
and through competing epistemologies[ci1] , 
philosophical traditions, and styles, in short, 
difficulties.



Keiki are ono!



Hana ka haumāna me ke ALOHA e ʻili ai nā hopena maikaʻi ma luna 
o nā mea a pau o kona ola.



Creation of third space classrooms



Kuahuokalā as metaphor for 

third space for the purpose of:

● Incorporating Hawaiian ways 

of knowing into our teaching 

methods

● Through aloha, (alo + ha), to 

create sanctuaries and 

breathing space where the 

politics and institutional 

racism can be shut out to 

concentrate on the idea that 

keiki are ono!
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Cultural 

humility
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What does cultural humility 

look like when our students 

are in their own classrooms?

● They know their students and 

where their identities do and do 

not intersect. 

● As a teacher, they are also a 

student of themselves; aware of 

their privilege, their bias, their 

potential blind spots.

● Teaching is interpersonal; they 

teach people, not just content.

● They create their own safe space 

in their classroom to discuss 

race issues with social justice 

and equity as their goal.
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Poʻokela - 

Educational 

excellence



Kauhale: creating places 

to work, to go to school, to 

learn, discover, engage 



Hana 

Lawelawe: giving 

service, service learning



Mālama self-care, 

well fed spiritually, 

physically, emotionally
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Waiwai is 

our abundance, 

the riches that we 

have on hand, the 

assets that we can 

tap into from our 

professors, from 

our students, our 

alumni, mentors, 

from this place 

that we inhabit. 



Questions? Discussion?



Mahalo nui


