
The graphic element goes beyond the literal. Example - the picture of the house is not just a 
house, it is a symbol for memory, and safety, the heart stone of the community. 

The writing and graphic work together to create a unique voice - your voice. It is not something 
someone else can copy because it represents your history and your experiences interacting with 
the author‘s words.Rubric

What does “good” mean?
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MANDALA 
PROJECT

       Written in the Sky mandala project: graphic + analysis + writing

“Make what we read part 
of our own vision, and 
understand something of its 
function in shaping that 
vision.” - Northrop Frye

The mandala in its simplest form is a 
circle of metaphors, but the mandala in its 
highest state is a tool to make our thinking 
transparent, deep and wide. The mandala‘s 
graphic nature acts as a way to think out our 
ideas before we write. Your mandala will 
show your understanding of one character in 
relationship to their environment, their time 
or their interaction with another character 
through a graphic element that represents 

your theme for your graphic essay. The 
citations act as your textual support for your 
thesis. 

Option 1: Depicting a single character - 
your mandala and paper can focus on a 
character sketch that explores one character‘s  
personality or motivations directly, a graphic 
essay that addresses the functioning of a 
character as a symbol, or a paper on how the 
character relates  to the world in which he/
she lives.

Option 2: Tracking character change - 
your mandala and transformation essay can 
track the changes in a character throughout 
the work and explore the effects of those 
changes on themselves, on other characters, 
and on events. Again, the mandala graphics 
would act as your thesis and your citations as 
your examples. 

Option 3: Character relationships - this 
option has you showing the relationships 
between two characters through a completely 
verbal, completely conceptual, or integrated 
approach. Your paper will explain it.

project deadlines
work days	 2/25, 2/28
graphic and essay draft	 2/28
final paper & graphic	 3/11
presentations	 3/14-16

“Julie	  is	  the	  girl	  with	  perfect	  
handwriting	  crisp	  and	  clean	  as	  
starched	  sheets.	  The	  teachers	  think	  
she's	  the	  polished	  gem	  who	  doesn't	  
have	  to	  prove	  she's	  smart,	  who	  
always	  does	  more	  than	  the	  
teachers	  ask	  and	  makes	  the	  rest	  of	  
us	  look	  like	  lazy	  kanaks,	  dull	  and	  
unvarnished,	  but	  never	  on	  
purpose”	  (10).


